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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, SOCLMX 

SUBJECT: SONORA LAND TENURE PROBLEM 
REE: A) MEXICO 0766, B) MEXICO 7122 

1. EXCELSIOR MAY 9 REPORTS THAT SONORA FARMERS HAVE 
DECIDED TO ACCEPT GOM OEFER TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION EOR 

17.000 OF 37,000 HECTARES WHICH WERE OCCUPIED BY CAMPESINOS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH NOVEMBER DECREE ISSUED BY FORMER 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA. ACCORDING TO JAIME MIRANDA, PRESI- 
DENT OF THE SMALL EARMERS EEDERATION, SOME FARMERS WERE 
ORIGINALLY OPPOSED TO ACCEPTING COMPENSATION BUT FINALLY 
AGREED WHEN THEY BECAME CONVINCED THAT A LEGAL FIGHT 
THROUGH THE COURTS WOULD LAST TOO LONG. MIRANDA 

SAID THAT THE GOM HAS OEFERED TO PAY 27,000 PESOS PER 
HECTARE FOR THE 17,000 AFFECTED HECTARES. THE EARMERS, 
HOWEVER, CONSIDER 40,000 PESOS PER HECTARE A REASONABLE 
PRICE BASED ON THE LAND'S COMMERCIAL VALUE. THEY HOPE 
TO MEET PERSONALLY WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO IN THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS TO REACH AN AGREEMENT. AS FOR THE REMAINING 
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20.000 HECTARES, MIRANDA SAID THAT THE FARMERS HAD 
DECIDED TO DONATE THESE TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE THERE WILL PROBABLY BE MORE BARGAINING 
OVER THE AMOUNT OF COMPENSATION, IT APPEARS THAT THE GOM 
AND THE AEFECTED SONORA LANDOWNERS WILL REACH A PEACEFUL, 
OUT-OF-COURT SETTLEMENT OF THIS EMOTIONAL AND POLITICALLY 
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SENSITIVE LAND-TENURE DISPUTE WHICH FLARED UP IN THE 
WANING DAYS OF THE ECHEVERRIA ADMINISTRATION. RESOLUTION 
OF THE SONORA DISPUTE ON TERMS SATISFACTORY TO BOTH THE 
GOM AND THE PRIVATE LANDOWNERS SHOULD HELP RESTORE CON- 
FIDENCE AND PROMOTE GREATER INVESTMENT IN THE COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, WHICH SUFFERED A DECLINE IN 1976 
DUE IN PART TO POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES RELATED TO ECHE- 
VERRIA'S RADICAL RHETORIC AND LAND-REFORM 
POLICIES. 

3. SINCE TAKING OFFICE, LOPEZ PORTILLO HAS SOUGHT TO 
DAMPEN POLITICAL AGITATION AND LAND INVASIONS IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE. TO THIS END, HE HAS CLEANED HOUSE IN THE 
AGRARIAN REFORM SECRETARIAT (SRA), ENGINEERED THE APPOINT- 
MENT OF MORE-MODERATE LEADERS IN THE PRI-CONTROLLED 
CAMPESINO CONFEDERATION, AND ENCOURAGED OFFICIAL STATE- 
MENTS DESIGNED TO RESTORE CONFIDENCE AND STIMULATE 
GREATER AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 

4. IN THE SONORA DISPUTE, THE PRESIDENT FOUND IT POLI- 
TICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO REPUDIATE HIS PREDECESSOR'S 
POLICIES WITHOUT ALSO UNDERMINING HIS PRESIDENTIAL 
AUTHORITY. THROUGH PATIENT NEGOTIATION, HOWEVER, HE HAS 
SOUGHT TO PROMOTE A REASONABLE SOLUTION WHICH ADVANCES 
HIS BASIC OBJECTIVE OF PROMOTING GREATER AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION IN THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR. WHILE MANY OTHER 
FACTORS BEYOND THE POLITICS OF AGRARIAN REFORM ARE 
NECESSARY TO STRENGTHEN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, PEACEFUL 
RESOLUTION OF THE SONORA LAND-TENURE DISPUTE WOULD BE 
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A SIGNIFICANT STEP FORWARD. THOMPSON 
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